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Soviets provide data 

l//o|?2 1 - ■. 

on .suspected ex-Nazi 


ByHERB JAFFE 

A package of affidavits and other 
documents wtiich strongly support alle- 
♦ gations that Passaic County public em- 
ploye Tscherim Soobzokov part id paled 
.jin Wprtd War fl crimes as a Nazi col- 
laborator has been made available by a 
high-ranking Soviet official. x 

Valentin Kamenev, first secretary 
and counselor of the Soylet Embassy in 
Washington, produced the package of 
documentAwhfch tell bow Scotaokov al- 
legedly served the Nazis in the Caucasus 
, region of the r Soviet Unk« ( during the 
period of 1942-43. ^ 

Kamenev presented the package 
last week to Nazi war crimes researcher 
and author Charles R. Allen Jr. of New 
York, based on a request made by Allen 
lastApril. f *’ 

Aftens request to the Soviets for 
infonr-Sicnon Soobzokov followed a de- 
tailed' series of articles in The Star-Ledg- 
er last spring which revealed Soob- 
zokov’s activities as an alleged Nazi and 
later in behalf of UJS: Intelligence agen- 
cies, after .he came to America from 
Jordan in 1955. 


The documents are an. '‘official re- 
sponse” to Allen's request, according to 
Kamenev, who is the third highest rank-, 
ing official In the Soviet Embassy . 0 

Included In the package turned over 
by Kamenev are affidavits from II per- 
* sons, most of whom presently live In the 
same Caucasus region where the alleged 
Atrocities were committed by the Nazi- 
established "punitive” unit which Soob- 
aokov supposedly headed. 

Several of the affidavits were given 
to Sqyiet prosecutors this year by rela- 
tives of persons allegedly slain by the 
same unit. Ail were given under the Rus- 


sian equivalent of “sworn testimony,” 
which Involves a severe penalty for false 

statements. 

Soobzokov’s nephew, Yakhia Moso- 
vltch Soobzokov, stated in one of the 
affidavits that he saw his unde for the 
last lime in February, IMJ, when Ger- 
man occupation forces were rp treating. 
“He still wore his German uniform at 
that time,” the nephew said, adding that 
he retreated with the Nail array. 

Other affidavits which place Soob- 
zolcov in (he Nazi unit that is accused of 
killing, plundering and committing other 
atrocities against civilians were given to 
’ Soviet prosecutors by a brother-in-law of 
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STRONGLY SUPPORT CHARGE AGAINST PASSAfC AIDE 

New documents released in Nazi probe 


(Continued from Page One) 

his first marriage and the.faiber of his 
secptW,aiW present wife. . 

Sooteotov, who is chief inspector of 
the Passaic County Purchasing Depart- 
went, has fived In Paterson with his wife 
tod children since he arrived to the UJJ. 
Heb active in local politic* todb a self, 
proclaimed leader of the sizable 
Grcassitn-iinmigrint community in 
Passaic County. * • 

The affidavits Tttlr Umareviteb 
Afazlshev, taken last February, cays 
that Afazlshev served as Soobzokov’i 
squad commander in August 1942, in the 


fifth Battalion of the North Caucasian 
National Legion of the German Army. 

. According to Afazlshev, Soobzokov 
later became a platoon commander. He 
said that aside from Soobzokov’s activt- * 
ties In the punitive unit, he recalls an 
Watte battie in November 1942 in which- 
■ Soobzokov and tus unit fought against 
jibe Soviet troop defenders of Height 

m.'" 

Afazlshev,' who has served a sen- 
tened in 't ftuaiian prison for his roteas 
-i member of the collaborator unit, aaid 
be last saw Soobzokov in the summer of 
1943 in the Kherson District of the Uk- 
raine, "He was already a German Army 


officer by then, but 1 don’t know what his 
rank was." Afazlshev aaid. , 

Captured war records which are 
now in the Berlin Document Center re- 
veal that Soobzokov was a first lieuten- 
ant in the notorious Wafleo SS when 
World War U ended.. 

However, Soobzokov has constantly 
denied that he served In a punitive tal 
In a (10 million HbeJ suit which be his 
filed against the author, publisher and 
others connected with the book "Want- 
ed: The Search for Nazis In America" 
Soobzokov costttds he spent 2 Vi yearn 
behind German lines leading a band of 
men, women and chi Wren tosafet y.'^ 


Furthermore, Soobzokov saw that 
be wore a German uniform as a facade, 
to bdp him obtain falsified documents to .. 
enable safe passage c for his refugee 


But in sworn statements and other 
. official documenti ln US. Government 
Sea. Soobzokov tells differing versions 
of his activities In the war, many of 
which conflict. 

It W partly as a result of Soob- 
zoknv's conflicting versions that a feder- 
al grand jury was empaneled In June 
1977 to look Into hls'past and to deter* 
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mine If (here were any Irrceubrilies by 
other federal agencies relating to Soob- 
zokov. 

Among Ihose agencies related to. the 
grand jury s Sodtoo iov Investigation are 
the Social Security Administration and • 
the U.& Immigration and Naturalization 
Service (INS): 

But the investigation has taken a 
downward turn In % the last several 
months, with, little Information being . 
presented to (he grand jury by the Office 
of U.S. Attorney Robert Fiske of the 
Southern District of Manhattan. 

Fiske will not discuss the So obzoko v 

case, and thexhlef of his criminal sec- 
tion, Thomas Engle, has stated only that 
the matter is “still under active consid- 
eration. It wiU be Bedded one way or 
another.” 

Neither Harry Balcbddcr or Jerry 
Siege!, assistant u.S.'attonwys connect- 
ed with, the case; will discuss the ipatler. ■-* 
Siegel, in tact, said only, 'Tra involved : 
in another trial right now.”" 


Vet the same package of documents 
which Kamenev provided Allen has been 
in the hands of (be U.S. Attorney since 
• last May, w hen retired INS Investigator 

Tony DeVito relumed from a three^week 
' (rip in the Soviet Onion with similar 
material and presented it* to the U.S, 
Attorney. / 

DeVito, who wti deeply involved In 
the Investigation that resulted fa the. 1973 
extradition to West Gemuny of former . . 

« Queens ;.»•{. housewife ' •? . Hennine..,t . 
■- Braunsteftiier-Ryan — accused of being.,;j 
a Nazi concentration camp .official — ' 
spent five weeks in Russia last winter.' 

o He brought back several affidavits 
and documents then which alleged (hat 
Soobzokov had participated in the deaths 
of civilians. . I 

DeVito made initial contact with 

Soviet offidali a year ago, and (hey 
, sub^enlly,; /provided him with the 
documents ^requested during his tint 
visit following that trip, all further affi- 
davits lakerioy Russian prosecutors 
carry the following opening language: 

•• “Relating lo the reouest of the 
U.S.A. organs of justice, to render, to 
l them our legal assistance In Ihe matlr 
of Tscherlm soobzokov. . 

Despile the fact that INS Iasi Octo- 
ber said it was reopening its on-again, 
off-agaln investigation of Soobiokov, no 
one else has yet gone to the Soviet Union 


to interview the many witnesses whom 
Kamenev said the Russians art willing 
to make available to U.S. authorities, lo 
directly provide testimony relating to 
SoobzoVov's war activities. 

Martin Mendelsohn, INS' deputy 
chief counsel who has expressed a new 
U.S. commitment to denaturalize and 
deport ex-Ntzis, spent « month in Russia 
during July and August 

mil Mendelsohn did not speak to 
any of the Soviets' witnesses relating to 
Soobzokov, nor would Mendelsohn even 
discuw tha matter of a pending Invent* 
gallon.,. . '• 

As for the UJL attorney 1 * Investiga- 
tion In Manhattan, sources say “that 
may be Inhibited by intervention from 
the State Department," which has pro- 
tected Soobzotov’i interests fa the »st, 
a ccording to doesroerta fa INS' Soob- 


zokovfOe 

no one from rake's office will even . 
* acknowledge that the Soviet documents 
are fa their possession, much less say 
whether the information fa the docu- 
ments has been presented to the grand 
Jury. 

When asked by AD$n if Soobzokov is 
wanted by the Soviets* a war. criminal 
or collaborator: Kamaev replied: 

“Read the documents. You will see 
that this is i grave matter. There should 
be more forthcoming." 

• • • 

The U.8, does not have an ejrtrtdl* ’ 
Uon treaty with Russia. But. Kamenev . 
nidi that Soviet prosecutors In Moscow 
are well aware of the grand Jury Investi- 
gation and have closely examined. The 
Star-Ledger articles of last spring as 
well as free-lance articles Allen has 
= written on/he subject. 

The Soviet diplomat also said that . 
(he State Department was given a full . 
set of the same documents earlier this 
year. 

like the U.S, attorney's office, INS 
also (ails under the Department of Jus*' 
lice. During pastifavesugations of Soob- 
zokov by IfS^S — all of which' wer^/ended 
with no cause for further action w the 


mg to memos fa the INS fue. 

: 7 In response to the past State De- 
nartment moulrlai to Mbacow about 
fSJbzokov, Kamenev told Allen, “tbetr 
inquiries werenot very good." i 


Lasting The Star-Ledger pro- 
videddelam in the,fonn of conr*'*md- 
ence between Soobiokov and U.S *11- 
gence officials, and a 'substantial quanti- 
ty of other jtocumenls, revealing how 
Soobzokov was employed, by either the 
CIA or FBI, and po«bly by both. At one 
point.. he was- assign'd to Amman, Jor* 
dan tolind two generals sympathetic to 
the West 

Government files show, the . State 
Department first had.conlact with S&b- 
zokw for several years prior to the time- 
. be obtained bis visa for entrance lo the 
UA from Amman. 

The INS file also contains (he r 
name* of three civilian men who were - 

executed by the punitive unit .with which 

Soobzokov allegedly was associated In 

i mi ' - r. 

Affidavits provided byJCamenev fa- 
dude relatives of two of (here three, plus 
the widow of a fourth. All of them Identi- 
fy either Soobzokov or others asking in 
the same punitive unit , 

• *, * 

Two of Ihe affidavits Include mem- 
ben of the same punitive unit who talk- 
ed about the mdrs function, and. who'. ' 
have since served sentences In Soviet 
prisons. . One' of them Identified Soot- 3 
zokovas a platoon commander who held * 
• the rank of sergeant. . 

One man who detailed In his affida- - 
vit.how two driliani were arrested' and 
later shot by the punitive unit; said that . 
at no time did any officials from ttie U.S. . . 
ever come lo him to faiquire of atrocities* : 
committed fa that regfcn, "either by)- 
. telephone or fa writing. t* 

*'■ He said in bis affidavit that.no offl-jf 
dal ever spoke, to him J before about** 
Soobzokov or his role. 

. Another roaq, .Eristem Khagurov, 
who said be served with Soobzokov, and , 
has since served a sentence in prison for 
being a Nazi collaborator, explained In 
his affidavit; 

"Soon after he joined our battalion, 
Tscherlm. Soobzokov was made a pla- 
toon commander In (he first company. I * 

. was a private u his platoon at that 
time" • 

He described Soobzokov as being 
“tail and slender^ sort of lean, with an ; 
oblong face and black hair." Soobzokov 
,1s lair and somewhat slender, although <% 
his black hair has begun to turn gray. 

"When he joined us, be was wearing 
. a German uniform and hia rank was that 
of t top sergeant He carried a pistol," <, 
Khagurov said, as distinguished from 
privates \rho carried riflea. 

"I believe I would recognize his pic- 
ture of that time," he added. 


^ * 
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